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Book Notices. 255 

type gives information essential to all visitors. The smaller type is devoted to a 
detailed description of the inscriptions, reliefs, etc., to which many travellers can 
give little or no time. The pages describing the fine temple of Dendera, for example, 
are thus equally useful to those who must return to the steamer after an hour at the 
Temple, and to those who can make a more thorough examination. The maps and 
plans, as usual, are of superior excellence and all have been carefully revised by Prof. 
Steindorff, the well-known Egyptologist. 

Dictionary of the World's Commercial Products. By J. A. Slater. 

With French, German and Spanish Equivalents for the Names of the Commer- 
cial Products. Second Edition. 163 pp. Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, London, 
1907 (?). (Price, 2/6.) 
These definitions seldom refer to the distribution of the various products. They 
simply tell what the product is, how it is produced, and its chief uses. The informa- 
tion, on the whole, is very accurate, and the book should be useful as a work of ref- 
erence in the study of commercial geography. 

A History of William Paterson and the Darien Company. By 
James Samuel Barbour, x and 284 pp., 6 Appendices, and 8 Illustra- 
tions. William Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh and London, 1907. (Price, 6s.) 

William Paterson, the founder, of the Bank of England, was a seventeenth- 
century forerunner of the twentieth-century promoter, using the word in its best sense. 
He was a man of great projects and large executive ability, and no stigma attaches 
to his name on account of the colossal failure of his scheme to found trading and 
agricultural enterprises on the Isthmus of Panama. He was able to organize com- 
panies with large financial backing and to inspire public confidence by associating 
men of reputation in his schemes. He organized the Darien Company, and possibly 
its multiplied disasters and tragic collapse might have been avoided if he had been 
permitted to lead the two expeditions that were sent to the Isthmus. 

The book is the history of these ill-starred attempts to establish British colonists 
in the tropical Isthmus, where both nature and men were hostile. It is a chapter in 
early colonial enterprise that should be preserved. The whole pathetic record of 
suffering, caused in a large measure by fatuous mismanagement, is set forth in this 
volume from official sources. 

Bound About Jamestown. Historical Sketches of the Lower Vir- 
ginia Peninsula. By J. E. Davis. Pp. 107, 27 Illustrations from Pho- 
tographs and Index. Published by the Author, Hampton, Va., 1907. (Price, 
$1 cloth, or 50c. paper.) 

These interesting historical sketches appeared originally in a magazine, and are 
worthy of the more permanent form in which they are now presented. They deal chiefly 
with the early days and development of that part of Virginia lying between the James 
and York Rivers, and extending from Jamestown to Fortress Monroe, and Miss Davis 
has written in these pages many excellent descriptions of the life and the record of 
this part of the country from the cradling of the republic at Jamestown to the terribly 
tense days of the Civil War, in which the peninsula played so prominent a part. The 
reader is told, also, of much that he may see to-day that is reminiscent of the earlier 
times, and of historic events. 

Thousands of negro contrabands flocked to the lower peninsula during the Civil 
War because it was occupied by the Federal troops. For a time the North provided 



